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Abstract 

People and families have been stricken by poverty from the dawn of time. As a 

result of the tragic events of World Wars I and II, the 20th century became the 

arena for development of the humanitarian law fundamentals. The most 

important international organizations, such as the United Nations, the 

International Labor Organization, and the Council of Europe, started operating in 

the postwar period. The first declarations and conventions referred to the issue 

of social protection on the ideological and axiological level and emphasized only 

a need to provide poor families and their members with social security. In the 

course of time, the normative dimension became specialized, both with respect 

to the content and details of the proclaimed regulations. The article, which 

discusses the issue of social protection of the family from the perspective of basic 

international and EU laws, has a character of a review. The analysis of the 

selected legal acts is centered both on the territorial aspect, focusing on the 

universal, regional (European) and EU trends, and the temporal one – presenting 

the evolution of social protection programs over almost one hundred years. The 

study deals also with a question about the normative cohesion of the universal, 

regional (European) and EU systems, as well as their interrelations, that is to say: 

competition or mutual reception. The conclusions from the research give a 

positive answer and emphasize development and specialization of social 

institutions, both on the universal and regional level. Furthermore, the final 

conclusions indicate that, during evolution, social proposals have moved from the 
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ideological level towards detailed pragmatism, harmonizing the three legal 

protection systems. The dogmatic-legal method and theoretical-legal method 

have been applied to verify the problems and hypotheses formulated, owing to 

which it has been possible to carry out normative analyses and corroborate them 

with the doctrine of human rights and social law.. 
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Legal acts 

Atlantic Charter of 1924 

Declaration of the Rights of the Child (Geneva Declaration) of 1924  

Convention Concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour of 1930 (No. 29) 

UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948  

The Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention of 1949 (No. 98) 

Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1959  

UN International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1966  

ILO Social Security (Minimum Standards) Convention of 1952 (No. 102) 

Treaty Establishing the European Community of 1957 

Convention Concerning the Abolition of Forced Labour of 1957 (No. 105) 

European Social Charter of 1961  

European Code of Social Security of 1964  

The Employment Policy Convention of 1964 (No. 122) 

The Invalidity, Old-Age and Survivors’ Benefits Convention of 1967 (No. 128) 

Regulation EEC No. 1408/71 of 1971 on the application of social security 

schemes to employed persons and their families moving within the 

Community 

The Convention Concerning Protection and Facilities to be Afforded to 

Workers’ Representatives in the Undertaking of 1971 (No. 135) 

Regulation No. 574/72 of 1972 laying down the procedure for implementing 

the Regulation No. 1408/71 

The Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (Disabled Persons) Convention 

of 1983 (No. 159) 

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union of 2000 

Regulation No. 883/2004 of 2004 on the coordination of social security systems 

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council No. 647/2005 of 

2005 amending Council Regulation (EEC) No. 1408/71 on the 

application of social security schemes to employed persons, to self-

employed persons and to members of their families moving within the 
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Community and the Regulation of the Council (EEC) No. 574/72 laying 

down the procedure for implementing the Regulation (EEC) No. 

1408/71 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 2006 

Regulation No. 987/2009 of 2009 laying down the procedure for implementing 

Regulation (EC) No. 883/2004 on the coordination of social security 

systems 

Regulation No. 1231/2010 of 2010 extending Regulation (EC) No. 883/2004 and 

Regulation (EC) No. 987/2009 to nationals of third countries who are 

not already covered by these Regulations solely on the ground of their 

nationality 


