
. MENADŽMENT 2020 – MANAGEMENT 2020 

Published: October 2020  1 

LEGAL STATUS OF CLIMATE 
REFUGEES IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL ARENA 

Anastasiia Prigoda 
Saint-Petersburg State University of Economics (UNECON), 
St Petersburg, Russia 

Irina Teterkina 
Saint-Petersburg State University of Economics (UNECON), 
St Petersburg, Russia 

©MESTE 

JEL Category: K33, K37, K38 

Abstract 

Nobody can deny that climate change is a defined fluctuation of climate that 

persists for a long period: a decade or more. Climate can change naturally in 

response to various natural processes. In the modern world, this problem is 

mostly caused by human factors. Due to global climate change, many regions 

and states of our planet are at risk of flooding, drought, and other negative 

consequences. This paper considers such an important issue as establishing the 

status of "climate refugee" in the international arena. 

Moreover, according to numerous forecasts of international organizations, 

residents of Oceania and Latin America, which is 42 million people and 653 

million people, respectively, will have to leave their homes due to the impact of 

global warming. Besides, Francesco Rocca, President of the International 

Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent societies, pointed to data obtained by 

the Red Cross, according to which, starting from 2030, the damage from global 

warming will cost the world at least $ 6 billion annually for charitable needs.  

Nonetheless, there are 

currently no specific 

international instruments 

that can separately regulate 
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the situation of people who face or have a high risk of facing similar situations in 

the future. Consequently, developing a normative international framework, 

establishing, and fixing a new basis for obtaining refugee status will save time 

and resources that will be needed to solve new crises. 
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